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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Canceled) 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The sealing element according to claim 
[[].]] 13, wherein the coupling f e ature comprises a plurality of 
fitting ribs, and among the plurality of fitting ribs, the fitting rib 
located closest to fee an entrance into side of a the fit-holding 
portion form e d on th e opening fac e of th e fitt e d e l e m e nt or on th e 
fitting e l e m e nt sid e are is higher than those located ea within an 
interior side section of [[a]] the fit-holding portion. 

4. (Currently Amended) The sealing element hermetic container 
according to claim 43 9, wherein th e coupling f e atur e compris e s a 
plurality of fitting ribs, and among the plurality of fitting ribs, the 
fitting rib located closest to fee an entrance into side of a the fit- 
holding portion form e d on th e op e ning fac e of th e fitt e d e lem e nt 
or on the fitting e l e m e nt sid e ar e is higher than those located en 
within fee an interior side section of the fit-holding portion. 

5. (Currently Amended) The sealing element according to claim 
4- 13, wherein at least a length of the first protruding part is set 
curved inwardly in a direction of squeezing and towards the 
open ing face of the storage container front of the fitt e d e l e m e nt so 
that the curved portion of the protruding part comes into contact 
with the contact surface of the fitt e d e l e m e nt container main body 
or the contact surface of the door element fitting e lem e nt . 
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6. (Currently Amended) The s e aling e lem e nt hermetic container 
according to claim 4-2 9, wherein at least a length of the first 
protruding part is set curved inwardly in a direction of squeezing 
and towards the open ing face of the storage container front of the 
fitt e d el e m e nt so that the curved portion of the protruding part 
comes into contact with the contact surface of the fitted element 
container main body or the contact surface of the door element 
fitting element . 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) A hermetic container comprising: 

a sealing element which is interposed between an 
opening face and a door element of a storage container for 
precision substrates wherein the storage container comprises: 

a container main body having as the opening faee and 
supporting portions between which the precision substrates are 
put in alignment with each other : 

[[a]] wherein the door element closes the opening face 
and a retainer resiliency supports rims of the precision substrates 
to be detachably fitt e d to the op e ning face of th e contain e r body, 
wh e r e in th e contain e r body is of a front op e n box type contain e r 
body ; and 

an elastically deformably s e aling el e m e nt int e rpos e d 

between th e op e ning fac e and th e door e l e ment, 

charact e riz e d in that a fit-holding portion which is 

formed by notching either the a front inner periphery of the 
opening face of the container main body or fee an outer p e riph e ry 
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peripheral side of the door element, and wherein the sealing 
element comprises: 

an endless portion to be fitted into the fit-holding portion; 

a flexible protruding part projected from the endless 

portion, obliquely and outwardly, and 

a plurality of fitting ribs formed on at least one side of the 

endless portion so as to have a press-contact within the fit-holding 
portion and projected higher by 1 to 25% than the width of the fit- 
holding portion; 

whereby, when an open front of the container main body 

is closed by the door element, the flexible protruding part of the 
sealing element is flexed so that a curved portion of the 
protruding part comes into contact with a contact surface of the 
container main body or a contact surface of the door element, thus 
the protruding part of the sealing element instead of being 
compressed in the direction of the attachment of the door 
element, 

whereby, when the internal pressure of the container main 

body closed by the door element becomes higher than the external 
pressure, air is released from the interior of the container main 
body to the outside, while the internal pressure of the container 
main body closed by the door element becomes lower than the 
external pressure, the outside air is prevented from entering the 
container main body . 

and having at l e ast two surfaces, wherein a face of the s e aling 
elem e nt s e ats flush against on e wall that d e fin e s th e fit holding 
portion; a fl e xibl e protruding part proj e ct e d from th e e ndl e ss 
portion, obliqu e ly and outwardly with r e sp e ct to th e op e ning face 
of th e contain e r body, forming a substantially acut e angle 



{W:\03404\000K075000\009374 1 1 .DOC 101111111111111111111111111111111119! } 



Application No. 09/998,621 5 Docket No.: 03404/000K075-US0 

Amendment dated January 3, 2007 
Reply to Office Action of October 6, 2006 

b e tw ee n itself and the contact surfac e of the door e l e m e nt or th e 
contact surfac e of the op e ning fac e of th e contain e r body; and a 
coupling f e atur e having a proj e ction form e d on at least on e of a 
surface of th e e ndl e ss portion and fitted in contact with a 
compartmentalized inner wall of th e fit holding portion, wher e in 
th e protruding part is formed in a tap e r e d configuration which 
b e com e s gradually narrow e r from th e proximal part toward tho 
distal e nd . 

10. (Original) The hermetic container according to claim 9, wherein 
the sealing element is formed using a fluororubber composition. 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) The sealing element according to claim 
13, wherein a vertical wall or projection having a vertical wall for 
positioning is formed on an opposite wall of the protruding 
el e m e nt part. 

13. (New) A sealing element which is interposed between an 
opening face and a door element of a storage container for 
precision substrates wherein the storage container comprises: 

a container main body having an opening at the opening face and 
supporting portions between which the precision substrates are 
put in alignment with each other, 

wherein the door element closes the opening and a retainer 

resiliency supports rims of the precision substrates; 

a fit-holding portion which is formed by notching either a front 

inner periphery of the opening face of the container main body or 

an outer peripheral side of the door element; 

wherein the sealing element comprises: 
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an endless portion to be fitted into the fit-holding portion; 
a flexible protruding part projected from the endless portion, 
obliquely and outwardly, and 

a plurality of fitting ribs formed on at least one side of the endless 
portion so as to have a press-contact within the fit-holding portion 
and projected higher by 1 to 25% than the width of the fit-holding 
portion, 

whereby, when an open front of the container main body is closed 
by the door element, the flexible protruding part of the sealing 
element is flexed so that a curved portion of the protruding part 
comes into contact with a contact surface of the container main 
body or a contact surface of the door element, thus the protruding 
part of the sealing element is merely bent in the direction of 
attachment of the door element instead of being compressed in 
the direction of the attachment of the door element, 
whereby when the internal pressure of the container main body 
closed by the door element becomes higher than the external 
pressure, air is released from the interior of the container main 
body to the outside, while the internal pressure of the container 
main body closed by the door element becomes lower than the 
external pressure, the outside air is prevented from entering the 
container main body. 
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